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National Transportation Safety Board § 801.2 

PART 801—PUBLIC AVAILABILITY 
OF INFORMATION 

Subpart A—Applicability and Policy 

Sec. 
801.1 Applicability. 
801.2 Policy. 
801.3 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Administration 

801.10 General. 
801.11 Segregability of records. 
801.12 Protection of records. 

Subpart C—Time Limits 

801.20 Processing of records. 
801.21 Initial determination. 
801.22 Final determination. 
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Subpart D—Accident Investigation Records 

801.30 Records from accident investigations. 
801.31 Public hearings regarding investiga-

tions. 
801.32 Accident reports. 

Subpart E—Other Board Documents 

801.40 The Board’s rules. 
801.41 Reports to Congress. 

Subpart F—Exemption from Public 
Disclosure 

801.50 Exemptions from disclosure. 
801.51 National defense and foreign policy 

secrets. 
801.52 Internal personnel rules and practices 

of the NTSB. 
801.53 Records exempt by statute from dis-

closure. 
801.54 Trade secrets and commercial or fi-

nancial information. 
801.55 Interagency and intra-agency ex-

changes. 
801.56 Unwarranted invasion of personal pri-

vacy. 
801.57 Records compiled for law enforce-

ment purposes. 
801.58 Records for regulation of financial in-

stitutions. 
801.59 Geological records. 

Subpart G—Fee Schedule 

801.60 Fee schedule. 
801.61 Appeals of fee determinations. 

AUTHORITY: Independent Safety Board Act 
of 1974, as amended (49 U.S.C. 1101–1155); 5 
U.S.C. 551(2); Freedom of Information Act (5 
U.S.C. 552); 18 U.S.C. 641 and 2071; 31 U.S.C. 
3717 and 9701; Federal Records Act, 44 U.S.C. 
Chapters 21, 29, 31, and 33. 

SOURCE: 72 FR 18915, Apr. 16, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Applicability and 
Policy 

§ 801.1 Applicability. 
(a) This part contains the rules that 

the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) follows in processing re-
quests for records under the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552. 
These rules should be read together 
with the FOIA, which provides addi-
tional information about public access 
to records maintained by the NTSB. 

(b) This part also provides for docu-
ment services and the fees for such 
services, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9701. 

(c) This part applies only to records 
existing when the request for the infor-
mation is made. The NTSB is not re-
quired to create records for the sole 
purpose of responding to a FOIA re-
quest. 

(d) Sections 801.51 through 801.59 of 
this chapter describe records that are 
exempt from public disclosure. 

§ 801.2 Policy. 
(a) In implementing 5 U.S.C. 552, it is 

the policy of the NTSB to make infor-
mation available to the public to the 
greatest extent possible, consistent 
with the mission of the NTSB. Infor-
mation the NTSB routinely provides to 
the public as part of a regular NTSB 
activity (such as press releases and in-
formation disclosed on the NTSB’s pub-
lic Web site) may be provided to the 
public without compliance with this 
part. In addition, as a matter of policy, 
the NTSB may make discretionary dis-
closures of records or information oth-
erwise exempt from disclosure under 
the FOIA whenever disclosure would 
not foreseeably harm an interest pro-
tected by a FOIA exemption; however, 
this policy does not create any right 
enforceable in court. 

(b) Given the NTSB’s stated policy of 
providing as much information as pos-
sible regarding general NTSB oper-
ations and releasing documents involv-
ing investigations, the NTSB strongly 
encourages requesters seeking informa-
tion to check the NTSB’s Web site for 
such information before submitting a 
FOIA request. For every investigation 
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